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Thi¢ manual contains rules—for playlng both tralnlnq
and=contest ver®ions of LAG (Languaceqe551stant Gaae) LAG (Tralnlng)

<.is designed to give language assistants practice in the gereral

teaching skill of explaanlng One of the pany.probleas that .may
confront the assistant in the classroos is the situation where, after
readlng @ passage or telllng a story, .the studerts ask questions. LAG
similates, the situation in which a pupll does-not pnderstand.a work
or phrase. The explalner (tedcher) is encouraged to usé particular

‘will be unable to- understand the*unknovwn word,,6 because ‘it has as

llttle regning as & nonsense word. The graduated scores fdr various |,
types- of explanation also eacourage ths more useful types, in ¥, ;
-preference to direct tramnslation. LAG (Contest) is a version of the
game which pay bé used as a culhibation ©Of collective LAG (Training)
with sSeveral contestants; it may also begused directly with a class ' ,
of, forelgqéiearners’of English. Thésganual contains rules, exatples

of LAG vords, score cards, tgchnlque cards, and word. cards. .
(Author/CPFH), , ! , .

************************************************f*********************ﬁ

_ Documents acquiréd by ERIC include many irformal unpubllshﬁ
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reproduc1b111ty are often encountered and® this affects the quality *
of the micrqfiche and hardcopy regroductions ERIC makes available ¥
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*
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* tp obtain the best copy available. Nevertheless, iteds of margijpal
*
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-via the ERIC Document Reproductlon Service (EDRS) EDRS is not °
responsible for the quallty of the origiral dccugent. Reproductions
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Langjuage fAssJ.stant Game . . ;
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' This manual contams rules for playmg both versJ.ons of the game, °
" Training and Contest. LAG (Training) is designed to be used in .
training language assistants. One of, the many problems that may

confront the ass1stant in the classroom, is_the situation where

P "after reading a passage or telling a story, the class ask questions. , _
’ ; Often these questions are simply "What does —+— mean?" - or, the %
¥ b _assistant may in a\ntlcz.patlon of there being wordg that heed

2. explaining, ask for words that the tlass don't know (he will have ‘ T
prepared his explanation beforehand if possible, but in some class '
sitmations anticipation-is not possJ.ble) The assistantts aim in

¢ . explaining will be first of all to ensure the pupils unders®and .. - .

. the meaning of the word or phrase in its context, but afso to = et

glve pupils further practice ‘in lJ.sten:Lng to and* using English T

o to 1mprove thelr active and passive _command of the language. For ST W

, K varlogs reasons connected with the above alms, marly teachers '6f BRSNS

- Eiglish believe the most: v,sef‘ul Wpes df explanatioh;used in, .+ . -.

D teachmg the la,nguage ar€_not. the: ones rely:.ng on.a, direct /. * T B
tfanslation v(—there is not a.lways an exace equlva.lent or’ you may-. ’
.~ not know.ig-),ebut. ones which enrich”the students grasp. ‘of “the o7 -

. . con‘t:exts, usages’, -anid connotatiocrs of the word or -phrase mvolved. «-" L)

v So glvmg examples of a. word {ve étables” "carrots, peas, potatogs . - -. -

. ~ are vegetables")-or showing how a wvord is .used in context (the IR

-« ! . penny's dropped: "In every class there is a‘pupil who doeshT®

) understand somethmg,- so ‘we all struggle ‘to make .him underStand

and finally he does pnderstand,, SO we ,say: YAt 1list the penny's

x X - dropped'®. Having used these methods in the classrgom one has’of

g course to check epch time: that the pupil ha's understeod by asking . %
him to re-use the/ expression, or'to give a different type of . )
explanatlon. As well as checking comprehensidn this is also a way /°? Js

i of reinforcing léarping, and encouragmg a%fve use of-English. "

N .- 1

~ . LAG:s a.game that. s:.mulate‘s the situation where # pupil does not R

s A understandf wobrd.or phrase. The explalner (teb.cher) is encouraged

to useéﬁirt nlar types of explanation to ‘explain the word. By not

allowing the explamer to use, the unknown word to be ‘giessed, but

- v

o - 4f necessary a nonsense word (_&, lagglsh ‘et¢.) in its plac€, the
— R i game approximates to the real sltuatlon,, i.es wheresthe class will .
. LT . be unable to understand the unknown word, for~ it hds as little. »
- - meaning as a nonsense word., The graduated scores for dlfferent o,
4~ i..- " '. types of explanat:.on also encourage the more. useful types, it - - N
TR ey - preference to direct translation {thdugh if shouId: be remembered
) f o that’ the "best" type of .explanation depends on the specific word- ,
. S to be explamed) Sometimes in the reil sjtuation, -translation may
o ‘ { be most appropriate, ‘and somgtimes a combination of differént . . °
. . explanatlbns wﬂl be approprlate. : i -
. © 0 I.AG (Training), r,eproduced here is only one of the poISs:Lble =
. N plvaymg the game (sewk > or ot rusuggestaons)
RN st * 8 e ' 2 R . .-
& 'Ed .
4 . v . - . ., _
t, N R . ! . - ).
CoLt o . < . / :
. . . ; .
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) . LAG (Contest) is a version of the game which may be/used not only )
it : +« as a culmination of collective LAG: *{Training) wheye several contestants
are. avallable, but also by working Assistants  wifh a-class of foreign ™/
) learners of English. The.competitive.element ‘this' latter -
‘ version is particularly attractxve aﬁ'school evel, : )
. “ .
. &
SAea, . s . |
>~ % The Manual contains: CoE . o
- . . t - - J_&‘ O N " B ‘ [ ’ ) |
B L~ z |
. .Rules - / / N = |
-~ a . Examples of. LAG wordsﬁg A . )
iy‘“ﬁ ' .
. Score cards / & " C .
. . = -~ . Lo .
- Technique cards# -- e ‘ .. e,
_Word cards ,' . . . S NP
- .- L ) . YL R \
T T These will require to be cut up'before playlng S - St T
. . s . e " .ol
‘e . - .« . 1 N
The dlscu951on;of explalnlng in the rules is not and shpuld not be T M
. _ considered. to be’ definitive.  There are other ways of explalnlnga . e
‘ Forpexample, writing an apparently unknown word.- on,tha blackboards, .o -
- if he lack of understandlng is simply. dué€ ‘to mls—hearlng, or not . <. R
. = i3
assoc1at1ng the 'spoken version with a known wrltten version, then ,
A seeing the written form of the word may be suff1c1ent-te cause . . -
. . . the lpenny to drop' We have not 1nc1uded°thls strategy in.the Yo
- ‘game U * £ -7 . !
. “ . R ; , . * b, . i
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, IAG (Training)

Aim of the. Game .i. .

i
~

1AG (Tralnlng) is intended to give traiinee ass1stants pra
-in the general teachlng Sklll of explalnlng.

~

‘Explaining is

of relating or saying how objects," events or affairs fit
together, function or come about.’

Explaining has a numbe} of ‘
.. sub-sets, sometlmes they’are -mutually exclus;ve, sometimes they
-y o overlap, ) ,
.‘, ‘ . . . ) ¢ -
MY | , giving an example ... Harrow, Eton and Gordonstbpun
t. ‘ : . - - are examples of. public. schools
-‘ a0 ) “' ‘~ ) i ¢
AR . N g1v1ng a descrlptlon a darge,vehicle*that can darry -
) O e or defln;tlon ces’ up to 50 fare paying passengers
. . Lt on %he~roads is a bus
- e o -t ) OR, to stump ‘someone "is to say]
- . . - sometﬁing that the dther pprson
N ' doeé not understand
‘ using in copte%t TN before I go to bed \I take ’
: O . .7 clothes off, I get.'undres_eg} -
Lo (implied) s
. gilving a synonym ... policeman and bobby
) ’ demonstrating ... cheers ... the player hold<. :
. ‘ ‘ one hand as if holding a glass
T and then raises it to his mputh
. . and saying 'Cheersit (Lag) .
’ giving a ‘trarislation . .. .uniform means uniforme or tp
: ' be homesick is avoir le mal|du
1. pays, etc. .
g ‘ \ / ( - ~
RULES ... ° 1 ,
® ’ - - . .o
. d 1. The game is played in threes. An explainer, a guesser arld
, .+t . areferee. Players take-it in turds, during a playing
- ‘ AN %’ ] seSS1on, -each player should have tliree turns at explaininlg, .
;} A soncept is agreed upon. For,example, 1British Charactelistics!
. SN “'My Hoe Townt, etc. ¥¥e that would arise in classroom teaching.
R (see suggested words 10r threé concepts)v . I R
' , 3. ATl ﬁhree‘players write dotz 15 wordsof expressions relatdd
by .. 5 to the concept. Five minutes is the maximum time permittdd.
K ‘s, E (You are providéd with a fStarter Kit! of words relating -}’
) . : < to British Characteristics, School and Football). You ca .
- | write the words as a list on a sheet of paper, or on the ~}
C . . a blank cards prov1ded. .
. :: "-i " X’ oL ‘ ' ) 3
; X . 5
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Players .are called Referee, Explalher and Guesser. The

Referee gives his list of' words to the Explalner (the person

on his right) who attempts to explain the words to the

Guessér on his right. . oo . e

You are provifled with a pack of cards relating to the,
technique of. explaining to be used. Shuffle the cards
and ‘turn them facedotn (TECHNIQUE.CARD showing on.top).
WORD CARDS are placed adjacent (make sure the guesser
can't See the words) . .

) The explainer selects a Techniaagsaard from the top of the
pide and places it face up on the table, so thdg'all three
players can read it. He then selects the first word on

.his list or the top card on his.Word pilé and makes a
dlscreex nate o his Sc re Card of the Technigue and the
Word.' The Explainer attempts to explain the wdrd to
his partner (see\ example below). Where thé explainer

. tust use the word being explained in order to make
.syntactlcal or grammaticdl sense he substitutes the words
lag, agglng or laggish.. The iword being explained must

not of course be used. It is likely that it may sometimes

E-_lmpb331ble to explaln a’'particular word using the
' specific technlque, for example, "demonstrate" a "public
school", ’If this is the case.the next Techn1que Card is

turned over. The Explainer is not .penalised. (Avoid using
?”ii\*-~~-thls letuoutgwherever~the comblnatlog is -only dlfflcult

7yather than 1mposs1b1e) 2
EXAMPLE . ST
. . . . A :
The Explaings turns over the Technique Card "CONTEXT"
' and,the Word Card "BUTTERFINGERS". He explains:
' ess_when a pIayer in a ball game like rugby or
chlcket drops the ball when it has been thrown .or
. hit towards him in’such a way that lie was expected ’

'. td catch it ea511y, the crewd may call h1m cos

.

1A¢! , " A 2

%
N

The guesser is allowed gne atéempt and if a word is guessed

correctly the explainer .gets the score related to the
téchnique ‘used« The following.scores apply:' *
o hj G

R © eample Jeeobo . -6 points .. " T
context eeeeee 6*points -
<.« %." . " description/ ", ‘
oo »  definition « , § p01nts e e
o ) ~demonstrate ee - 3 points R
4 ' | : _Synonym cevoce ' 3p0mts~‘ .
: " translation ‘.. "1 poing - g
N ] Q & . 1‘&
If ‘the _guesser cannot guess the’ wmrd, ﬁhere 1s no -score.
q' . s Y . . ¥ ’
#t&) ‘ ‘.‘ . o

H
.
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8. If the guesser .challenges the techni
the technique uged by the expla‘iner
and the referee-agrees, then no’ score

attempt., -° RN

\ .
& B

. Normally there: is no time limit for -

his’list, but’ a magimum‘'of 5‘minutes

.
>,

10. wheq there is a dispute, the referee

P 1
v

11.

e
que, i.e. thinks that
is, ot that selected,.
is given for that

> <
, .

the explainer to complete .
may be agreed in adwance.

is" the sole arbiter. .

’

On completion of a turn, the Explaiﬁér bee
the Guessér becomes the Explainer, and the

omes the Referee,
Referee is the -

Guesser. : Play rotatgs apticl$ckwise.

On each’ ocgasion,-

» the Explainer uses,words devised by the ﬁlayer:dn his- o

Jde

, - a paneli

left. "

.

. %

‘Thexg%me should emphasise-practice at explaining not at . :
guessing.  The guésser is playing a collaborative role - B
judging~whether in the real sitpation a pupil would . ° -~

~ ) M

- .
. 4, =

have been able to.understand, not acting as a member of

He should be_helpful,
element does add'further interegy to

-
'Prgactci&: 1is £ ‘
L

¥ .

o

The wipner is the player  with most points. coa
14

Players should kéep:a récoid-ﬁfnﬁhe~teéhhiques\us de
hép possible in- séddom-used catégéries.

However the competitive "

the game.

P

Yo N

£
.
N

Qo .
-
Y
]
T
¢ |
1
1
*
; |
|
-, <‘
i -
.
¢ |
.
. i
|
{
i
|
+ ® |
i
Y
o
|
’ A\d
-
i
o
e

EUIN



N

LAG Wonds . ) ,

= 4

British Characteristics (EASY)#
town planning, ¢
dour . - - .
out of date t -
to care about
pub ) "
darts ) . .
pollceman ' ’
cheers. -
flsh\%nd chips’ , )
. helmet .
“kilt | ) \>
time gentlemen please.
bacon and eggs .
- «public school , ‘
umbrella * - :
, N

x &

~

‘School (AVERAGE)*.

‘

assembly BRRE lx

*uniform
comprehen51ve “schodl
- public sghool
a double period
bicycle -shed - ~
- prefects = .
school council, °* -
- homework |
take 100 lines! . ’ '
“class_exam
boarding school ‘
. detentiona. ‘
~form master -~ AR
school ‘report . .

;ovef

- referee -

-home .team .

Not all words or phrases are easily explained.

[} - N

General Ekpre551ons (VERY y
DIFFICULT)*

_to fall'in w1th
“t¢® stump someofne

to undress -

to  come again )

to be afraid of- .

and over again PR

the morning after - )
the night before
near at hand

Football (HARD)%*

goal ; .
score .
penalty

goalie .
forWard

off-side

tactics

a.foul .
linesman e
supporters

away match R Sl

‘corner “*-

throw in

.

In the real ' é

P -
. e . - . -

situation-it may occasionally be-negessary to give a :

translatjon, however; for the purpose of the game, players
should attempt to use other methods to explain even the
thard' words. As players become more- efberlenced, even
thard! words can be thus explained. 7

L . ‘ . -

-




Example (E); Context (C);

Demonstrate (D); Synonym (S); Translation '('1")

» LAG (Training)’ . e
L b e - Loe , - ,
- ‘ . \ - LY \
< SCORE CARD ~ . NAME hd
' " (You score only when you are explaining) .
. . —T a
. o . o, . «

“(For technique you may use-the following abbreviations, . .

Description/Definition (DD);

).

L] v
L ‘e -
e D) = -
M . ¢ o [
-~ e 0
WORD* . - . TECHNIQUE _ SCORE
: e ¥ ’ . -
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] LAG. (Contest) v .. .
. . o K . P ) . ~ .. . * )
* - . . Y . ~
s o “Aim of the Game ... - . -{:N )
! 'LAG (Contest) is a classroom gamc~that can be used ir ass1stant
y . . *  work in either conversation classes or in less formal club
meetlngs. For®example, the Frdnco-British Club, etc: The aim
G * of the game.is to find the 'Chief Lag 'of the class or group-
Lo g The Chief Lag is the' person who can score most points 1n a
- ) . game of explaining words (LAG) ot _
o : RULES ... * T N ‘ ‘
P / - - .Y . . .
R _ . A teacher or someone in authortty,should be selected as.
’ L referee. . . . . ¢
, . . A S . ' ' ‘ . .
. 2. The referee, should. provide a list of words for the game.
- - Approx1ma?ely 15 words fer player are requlred These
- words -should, be those found in normal ‘conversation or

: in "English language text. bqoks of the class concerned.

. 3. A panel cohprising'four members*is selected. Their job
@ is to ‘guess’ the words explained by the explalner. /

.- . . t . R ¢
5%1 ) . 4. The explalner is given a l}ist of words (or better still «
e "+ 77 a pack of Cards with words writtén on one side) which
d ’ . must .be explalned to the panel. technique apart,
~ from using the French (or the Ehgllsh 7.4 see below) .
Aﬂé . translatlon of the word 1tself is allowed.. In place of ¥
the word the words lag, 1agg1ng and lagglsh may bé used.
[ 3
~ . - 5. An audlence or the other expla1ners should be able to =
know which words the explalnﬁgﬁﬁs attempting to éxplain.
. (An overhead project or a lackboakd can be used. ;ﬁe
y ", panel sitting with tKedr~Backs to thes screen or board).
’ \ p) .‘&’3‘ 7.
6.° The ppanel, after consultatlon, is allowed one, guess at
-- . the' explanation. \\\ - <

/ . - M .~

- S .

feoe 7. The explainer js allowed as many attempts ‘as he ,or she
s wants, and scores one p01nt for a correct guess. .

. 8. Only three mlnutes are allowed for any one explainer.

. at’the end is.declared the Chief La In-the event of
. tie, tHe ‘referee should be prepare to have an eli tion
s e roiund €a’ spare list of words,. with tied contestants
N . explaining in turn until they fail). .- P

'
. ~ -
- ~

. - .9, The referee keefs a score.. The explainer W}th mosg;po ints

“7 ’<‘?q-q:‘:\'<'<~(v“"‘—‘w& L R B I (“v>V’

. 0. In cases of d@spute the referéé 1s the flnal Judge of
fact and 1nterpretat10n. "y

. Pa— )
-
. . . -
-~

«
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S , Thes¢ arc. only a b basic:framedork of ‘ru]/es t-lmt _permits the game " ‘
, . . to be orgwlsed. * It is desirable thatbin the'iclassroom or ¢lub , - !
dituation the players are involved: in rule mak:mg, for example, ° .. g
LV ; the number of guesses the panel is allowed for a given explanation . .
‘ or the time allocated to the explainer to complete his list. ° ‘ .
However, the assistant should be aware that pupils can bg. vex‘y 0
. pedantlc n making and interpreting rules. R . . I
¢ ) - v < . ‘- ' Z) \; ‘ )
: N T o i ST .
: - A . ’ t. - - . ,
. ¢ j\ ° > . . . . | * "
' : - i ” ) ’ . 2w - . ’ ' ;,. =
© | Tailpiece .. S <o -
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